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Excerpt  from  "Youth  end  Culture" 
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Translation  by  Defense 
language  Branch 


Then,  how  to  achieve  this  ideal?  Emperor  Jim IU's 
August  rescript  is  written  in  the  NIHON  SHOKI  (Recrrda  of 
Jo  pen' ;  :,wo  will  establish  our  capital  at  the  centre 
of  RIXUGO  (universe),  ne.king  H/.KKO  U„"  The  oareful 
reeding  of  this  rescript  will  show  the  way  of  us  Japanese. 
K.IGCO  means  the  world,  and  U  a  house. 

Lot  me  explain  :.t  more  oxplic.l/ly.  In  the  world 
as  wo  11  as  ir.  a  country,  each  of  us  should  try  to  secure 
evorlast.ing  /elf are  of  mankind  by  harmonious  intimacy, 
as  if  in  the  some  lamily,  not  trosr:  ssing>jipon  one 
another,  and  under  a  3triot  order,  each  Holding  his 
own  proper  position.  That  is  my  humble  interpretation 
of  the  rescript. 


It  is  truo  that  you  young  men  should  always  be 
bravo  and  high  spirited,  but  7.  would  like  to  say  out 
of  kindness  that  you  should  be  oaroful  not  to  display 
reckless  and  personal  courage  nor  to  satisfy  your  own 
personal  enmity,  which  is  very  harmful  not  only  to 
yoursoiv63  but  to  society  and  the  country  you  live  in. 
Therefore,  we  earnestly  advise  you  to  shun  such  action 
and  pursue  genuine  moral  courage  developed  from  the 
cause  of  justioo  and  humanity,  V/ith  it  you  can  never 
bo  in  the  wrong  and  can  look  at  tho  main  issuo  of 
things.  Then,  please  bear  in  mind  tho  difference  between 
the  former  and  the  latter. 

For  inatanco,  if  you  resort  to  brute 1  force  on  the 
spur  of  tho  moment,  driven  by  your  personal  feelings 
and  injure  others,  it  does  not  moan  courage.  On  tho 
other  hand,  if  you  can  fight  as  fierce  as  a  tiger  in 
CG&e  of  omorgoncy,  though  you  are  usually  gontlo  as  a 
oat,  thon  you  are  truly  Courageous.  That  is,  even  if 
you  are  looked  upon  os  a  coward  and  despised  os  such 
by  others  at  ordinary  tines,  yet  you  havo  moral  courage 
if  only  you  can  sacrifice  yourselves  v/ith  determined 
oourago  in  an  emergency  for  what  you  believe  to  bo  the 
oause  of  justice  and  humanity. 

"Knightly  Benovolonce" 

Courtesy  is  the  primary  basis  of  human  relation¬ 
ships.  Courtosy  between  sovereign  and  subject,  father 
and  son,  elder  and  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  endows 
human  relations  with  order  and  a  diatinctlon.  Otherwise, 
thero  can  bo  neither  sovereign  nor  subject,  and  neither 
fathor  nor  son,  and  no  distinction  whotovor  between 
older  and  youngor  brothers  and  sisters. 

So  a  man  without  propriety  is  no  better  than  a 
beast.  Evon  the  crow  observes  filial  piety  to  parents 
by  feeding  them  in  roturn  whon  tho  paront  birds  get  old, 
and  tho  pigeon  is  said  to  be  ao  polite  to  parents  as 
to  stay  in  lower  positions  than  tho  parents  do.  The 
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man  without  propriety  nay  be  regarded  oa  an  Inferior 
being  to  birds  and  beaats. 

In  the  Imperial  Resorlpt  granted  to  soldiers  it  la 
desired  that  "soldiers  shall  be  deoorous."  Should  soldiers 
lack  propriety,  they  would  merely  constitute  a  mob  or 
a  gathering  of  vagabonds;  no  distinction  of  rank  may 
be  observed  whereby  no  orders  shall  be  obeyed.  Thus  the 
military  spirit  shall  be  lost. 

Then  what  is  propriety?  The  Imperial  Rescript 
graciously  defines  it  as  "to  bo  respectful  toward  your 
superiors  and  considerate  toward  your  subordinates ,"  This 
is  the  essenoe  of  propriety.  That  is  to  soy,  merely 
revering  superiors  is  not  sufficient.  True  propriety 
is  displayed  only  whor.  the  superior 

and  the  subordinate  coniuot  themselves  with  due  respeot 
and  consideration  tov/ard  each  other. 

From  the  old  tinos  propriety  h*is  been  appreciated 
as  a  Virtue  of  rBur*hido"  along  with  loyalty,  courage 
and  faith.  One  jru..t  be  wholly  sincere  toward  not  only 
his  superiors  b.t  also  toward  his  oolleagues  and 
subordinates  and  ever,  toward  his  enemies.  This 
sinoerlty  in  associating  with  people  is  propriety. 

The  term  "Knightly  Benevolence"  also  means  this.  In 
our  country  a  man  ?.&  not  rogpooted,  no  matter  how 
excellent  a  tactician  ho  ray  bo  in  battles,  unless 
he  adheres  to  the  principle  of  "Knightly  Benevolence", 

The  principle  of  "Knightly  Bunovolenoo"  is  some¬ 
thing  that  tho  groat  military  leaders  of  our  oountry 
havo  always  adhered  to.  Without  exceptions,  the  warriors, 
suoh  as  UESUGI,  Konshin  or  1AT0,  Kiycnasa  in  olden 
times,  and  moro  recon.tly  SA1GC,  Takemori,  who  were 
oallod  groat  oonmanders  end  heroes,  strictly  adhered 
to  this  principle.  If  ono  opens  the  pages  of  Japanese 
history  of  war  he  will  find  numerous  examples. 

The  warm  courtesy  shown  by  Fleet  Admiral  ITO,  Yusuke 
to  the  enemy  admiral,  Ting  Ju-chang  is  a  Good  example 
of  th.is.  On  September  IV,  1894  on  board  tho  flagship 
"Matsushima"  as  tho  Commander- in-Chief  of  tho  Combined 
Fluet,  tho  Admiral  engaged  in  battle  with  the  North 
Oocen  Floet  of  tho  Chinese  Navy  in  tho  Yellow  Sea, 
Commanding  the  main  force  of  the  Combined  Floet 
and  tho  First  Diversion  Squadron,  he  smashod  the  enemy 
floot,  sinking  five  warships,  oausing  fire  on  tho 
"Ting-yuang"  and  tho  "Loi-yunng",  and  putting  tho  other 
ships  out  of  commission.  Although  this  remarkable 
victory  was,  of  courso,  attributable  to  the  august  virtue 
of  His  hfejosty,  much  credit  was  duo  to  those  brave  offioers 
and  men  who  did  splendid  work  under  tho  command  of  the 
Admlra 1 . 

After  suffering  this  oruahing  blow,  tho  Chinese 
Navy  3teg,verir.gly  retreated  to  Woihaiwei  to  make  a 
stand.  The  Admiral  who  had  been  acquainted  with  Ting 
Ju-ohar.g  in  tho  past  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
loyalty  of  tho  enemy  expressed  in  his  continued  brave 
defenso  on  the  small  island  of  Liukung  Tao,  In 
January  the  following  year  the  Admiral  wrote  a  letter 
to  Ting  Ju-ohang  advising  him  to  surrender,  Sven  such 
a  bravo  man  as  Ting  Ju-chong  was  said  to  bo  moved  to 
toars  by  tho  oourtoous  Admiral's  lettor  which  expressed 
his  heart-warming  feeling.  Lot  us  now  cite  a  passage 
from  the  letter, 

"I  had  tho  honor  to  bo  on  intimate  torna  with  Your 
Sxoellonoy  for  many  years.  The  ohangc  of  situations 
betwoon  the  Smprie  of  Japan  and  the  Empire  of  China 
unfortunatoly  forood  us  to  faoe  each  other  as  enemies 
in  tho  battle  fiold.  This  was,  however,  duo  to  the 
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fact  that  each  of  us  had  duty  to  servo  our  respective 
countries,  hut  the  friendship  botwoon  us  regains 
unchanged  as  in  bygone  days.  So  I  would  like  to  venture 
to  state  a  fow  words  to  Your  Exoellenoy  for  your  kind 
consideration.  That  tho  nilitary  forces  of  your 
esteemed  country  oontinue  to  lose  and  that  V/eihaiwei  is  a 
about  to  fall  are  ontirely  tho  rosult  of  many  years  of 
corrupt  adninistration.  Unloss  tho  root  of  the  ovil 
is  crosed  your  country  will  never  bo  saved  from 
inevitable  ruin.  Why  does  your  Excellency  not  wait  for 
a  proper  tine  to  undertake  a  groat  renovation  and  save 
your  country  fron  tho  crisis  so  that  you  con  truly 
fulfill  your  duty  os  a  subject?  It  is  not  the  way  for 
a  can  of  honor  to  bo  particular  about  a  trivial  matter 
end  not  bo  bo  able  to  bear  minor  disgrace.  Hence, 
with  the  worldly  known  chivalry  of  the  Samurai  in  mind, 

I  sinceroly  plua<?  v.'ith  Your  Excollency  to  visit  Japan 
for  the  tirno  being  and  do  your  utmost  so  that  Your 
Excollency  may  bo  of  service  to  your  country  in  the  future. 
I  shall  greatly  appreciate  Your  .‘ixcallency's  acoeptanoe 
of  tho  advice  of  Your  faithful  friend.” 

Ting  Ju-ohung,  howovor,  turned  down  this  offer  of 
a  surrender.  Accordingly,  our  torpedo  boot  flotilla 
made  an  attack  on  tho  night  of  February  5th  and  follow¬ 
ing  this,  our  float  oponod  firo  simultaneously  from 
ovory  ship,  sir?JCw.ng  or  capturing  tho  enemy  battleships. 

Ting  Ju-ehang  then  sent  his  delegation  to  negotiate 
for  poaco  with  tho  condition  that  all  tho  remaining  ships 
and  arms  be  surrendered  er.d  that  at  least  his 
subordinates  will  bo  saved.  As  for  himself  ho 
committed  suicide  bravely.  Mooting  tho  dolegation, 

Fleet  Admiral  ITO  willingly  accoptod  all  the  propositions 
and  sent  "sake”,  confoctions,  etc.  to  Admiral  Ting  to 
oomfort  him  for  his  long  struggle.  Soon  afterwards 
the  Admiral  roooivod  the  nows  of  tho  suioido  of  Ting 
Ju-ohang.  Ho  immdistely  ordered  tho  fleet  to  observe 
silence  and  exnressod  his  sincoro  condolenoe. 

When  he  hoard  that  Ting  Ju-ohang’ s  coffin  would  be 
sont  to  Chofoo  by  a  small  Junk,  ho  released  tho  warship 
"Kangchi"  and  allowed  thorn  to  aond  the  ooffin  aboard 
tho  warship.  This  was  dono  with  his  following  remark: 
"Admire.  1  Ting  was  our  cnomy  but  ho  oortainly  was  a 
praiseworthy  nan  of  loyalty.  If  ho  had  died  in  peaco 
time,  tho  dsneasod  would  be  sent  escorted  by  battleships. 

Ho  who  died  for  his  oountry  is  about  to  be  sent  instoad 
by  a  small  and  humble  boot.  The  Samurai  of  Japan  from 
respect  to  his  spirit  con  not  allow  this  to  happen. " 

'furthermore,  he  expressed  his  true  sentiment  of 
bonovo.Xence,  adding  that:  "should  there  be  any  room  on 
board  tho  ship,  I  have  no  objection  to  oubarking 
surronde.vod  officers  of  tho  Chinese  army  and  navy  provided 
that  while  3ho  posses  the  area  under  occupation  of  the 
Japanese  fleet  who  bear  a  white  flag.  V/e  shall  never 
fire  on  her." 

The  Chinese  officers  and  aoldiors  were  said  to 
have  been  deeply  impressed  by  this  and  tendered  their 
sinoere  appreciation.  Does  not  this  story  truly  illustrate 
the  characteristics  of  the  Japanese  soldier  who  lives  on 
tho  principle  of  "Knightly  Benevolence".  Propriety 
should  be  observed  to  this  extent. 
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